UFO CHASE IN CHINA
Gordon Creighton

(Translation from Chinese. G.C.)

We have recently had our “Air Force Chase of the Pingpong Balls” over Brazil, and now in a fresh batch of press-
clippings for which we are most indebted to our Consultant/Correspondent in Japan, Mr Yusuke J. Matsumura,
we have details of a similar but smaller “Air Force chase” in China. Rather than making a general summary of
these reports, as | would normally have done, | have on this occasion taken the unusual step of translating the
entire batch of clippings in great detail, because | feel this present case gives us an excellent opportunity to ob-
serve how the Chinese authorities are coping with the pesky UFOs.

In the early days when they had just got rid of the unusually obnoxious “Gang of Four”, and were settling down
to a slightly more relaxed form of Marxist tyranny, the Chinese authorities cannot possibly have known much
about UFOs, and in all the hullaballoo of the Civil War and mutual mayhem since Mao Tse-Tung seized power in
1949 (only two years after Kenneth Arnold’s sighting) they cannot possibly have had the desire or the time in
which to study the problem. Consequently, when the slight relaxation came, we heard of the establishment of the
civilian Chinese UFO Research Society and the launching of their journal (published in Lanzhou, N.W. China) with
a total of 300,000 readers — a figure which | am sure was all eyewash. In theory they are supposed to exchange
journals with FSR, since we regularly send our magazine to their Overseas Representative, Paul Dong. But in
actual fact, scarcely one Chinese magazine per year reaches me, and those that do contain nothing but trans-
lated re-hashes of articles about Keyhoe and Hynek and very old articles of Vallée and Ribera; a few harmless
accounts of “things seen in the sky” over China, and the usual padding in the form of articles about hypothetical
space-travel by humans.

My own guess is that, now that the Chinese authorities have had time to settle down a bit, and have also had
time to take a look at the UFO Phenomenon, they have unquestionably realized at last how dangerous it is.
Therefore, despite the usual jabber about the Chinese version of “glasnost’”, it can be predicted that they will
start stamping heavily on UFO research there, and all groups and publications will soon wither away, as they are
doing elsewhere.

A few months ago | talked with a foreign expert, a man of world-wide fame in the UFO field, who had Just re-
turned from a visit to China. He had been invited to visit that country by a UFO study group there, but | had
warned him that, apart from a nice chance to see something of China, the trip would yield nothing of value and
that he would not be free to meet people. And so it proved. He told me that local officials had kept up the sur-
veillance and harassment throughout his presence in the town, and had forbidden the members of the UFO study
group to let him visit their homes. What talks and contacts he managed to secure were therefore done clandes-
tinely.

This little batch of recent reports from China which | give below shows that the Chinese authorities are em-
ploying the usual methods to dissuade the public from interest in the subject. It is evident, from the large amount
of newspaper space devoted to the case, that they are distinctly worried about it. And no doubt realize that their
old hackneyed “explanations” are ceasing to convince. It is therefore all the more amazing that the Chinese
press-censors should have been so slipshod and so careless, as they have done in this case, by letting several
nice little cats out of the bag. These little cats (so well known to us from all over the world!) are: (1) The reports
that, after the UFO had passed through clouds, the clouds still glowed; (2) the reports that many eyewitnesses
said their wristwatches stopped; and (3) the reports that, on the Island of Shengsi, off the coast of China, there
was a brief electricity blackout as the UFO passed over. All three of these remarkable phenomena, say the Chi-
nese experts, were purely due to chance. — EDITOR
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City. From 8.00 p.m. onwards the paper received nu-
merous phone calls reporting it.

One caller at Shangnan Xincum in the Pudong
area said it was of the apparent size of a washbasin
with a dark central spot and emitting dazzling flashes
of light. He watched it for some two or three minutes
until it vanished in the south-east.

A reader named Zhou at Zhongguxiang in the
Qingpu area gave a very clear account. His descrip-
tion of its appearance agreed with that of the first-
named caller — “like the spiral spring of a watch”.
The under part gradually became more vague, and
then assumed the shape of a round tail. The strangest
feature was that, after it had passed through the
clouds, the clouds still continued to glow. This witness,
immensely shaken, told us that never before in his life
had he beheld such a flying object.

There were also many phone calls from residents of
the Jiangwan and Caojiadu districts.

We telephoned to the Shanghai Weather Bureau,
the Shanghai Observatory, and the Yushan Univer-
sity. They all said they too had received numerous
similar phone calls, but that at present it was still diffi-
cult to give a clear and definite explanation.

2. WEN WEI PO, Shanghai, August 29

Today, this same paper reported that the staff of the
Shanghai Observatory had issued a statement that the
object seen was probably a man-made missile or the
debris of a missile. (The paper, however, now men-
tioned — for the first time — that various people had
reported electricity failures as the UFO flew over.) The
paper now explained that, in the view of the experts,
should any such electricity failures have occurred any-
where, then these were strictly by pure chance, and
could not possibly have had anything to do with the
flying object.

The paper goes on to mention that, in 1985, anun-
known flying object had also caused a great commo-
tion in Shanghai, and the Observatory staff had dis-
cussed it and come to the decision that it was a
meteor.

Since 1986, says the paper, the Shanghai Observ-
atory has received more than twelve reports of UFOs.
The Observatory experts view these phenomena not
as objects from Outer Space, but as possibly due to
“some natural phenomenon arising from the Earth’s
own atmosphere.”

3. RENMIN RIBAO, Beijing (Peking), August 29

UFO OVER ZHEJIANG PROVINCE AND
SHANGHAI. SHANGHAI AIR FORCE HEAD-
QUARTERS DESPATCH FIGHTER CRAFT TO
INVESTIGATE. SUDDEN ELECTRICITY
FAILURE AT SHENGSI, AND WRIST-
WATCHES STOP.

XINHUA NEWS AGENCY, BEIJING, August 28.
From our Shanghai Correspondent:—

Last night many people in the Shanghai Munici-
pality observed the passage of a UFO through their
skies. .

The eyewitnesses state that the sighting was
between 7.50 p.m. and 8.30 p.m. They described it as
“a flashing spiral with a glowing rear part”. Some saw
“a shining elliptical dish”. Others said: “Like a comet,
with a shining tail aperture like an umbrella”.

The eyewitnesses reported the colour as yellow, and
said the object was revolving in a clockwise fashion
rapidly from west to east, the whole sighting lasted
but a few moments.

The Shanghai Naval Air Station sent up an aircraft
to pursue and observe the object.

At the Shanghai Meteorological Bureau the object
was also seen by the Bureau’s Chief Engineer Shu Jia-
jin who told me that it was the first occurrence of a
UFO over Shanghai, but said that, as regards its
nature and origin, it was still not yet possible to give a
concrete answer.

Furthermore, according to a telegram from a corre-
spondent in Shengsi County, when this UFO passed
over that area, at the local electricity generating-
station, where the machines were running quite nor-
mally, there was a sudden failure; and instantly the en-
tire island was plunged in darkness. Most people’s wrist-
watches stopped. All that was to be seen in the sky was
the small object, “shaped like a spinning-top, of
maybe the size of a helicopter” spinning away fast
from west to east. Owing to the power failure, most of
the military and the civilian population on the island
all saw the phenomenon.

4. WEN WEI PO, Hongkong edition, August 29

UFO NEAR SHANGHAIL “ROUND LIKE A
WASHBASIN, EMITTING ORANGE-YELLOW
BEAMS.” MILITARY AIRCRAFT SENT UP TO
INVESTIGATE

From our Shanghai Correspondent, August 28:—

At 8.00 p.m. on August 27, in the night sky over
Shanghai a bright flashing unidentified flying object
made a fleeting appearance and then was gone. In
many places, folk strolling and enjoying the evening
air saw the strange sight in the heavens. A man living
in Pudong said: “At about 7.56 p.m. more or less, a
spiral-shaped flying object suddenly appeared over
Bailianjing, its size being about that of a net-ball,
shooting out bright flashes, it moved off, still spinning,
towards the south-east. In Nanhui County, crowds of
people reported that at about 7.55 p.m. it appeared
overhead there. The visual judgement of eyewitnesses
was that it was at a height of about 4,000-5,000
metres. It was ellipsoid, and its (apparent? ED) diam-
eter was about 30 cms.—50 cms. At the rear end there
was an orange-yellow beam from an aperture that



looked about the size of a washbowl.

The fisher-folk on the Island of Shengsi saw it at
7.57 p.m. It was bigger and brighter than the planet
Venus. They said it had three pale white apertures
and was of spiral shape and spinning as it went, very
fast.

When it passed over the Island, all the electric
lights went out, and came on again about one minute
later. The Electricity Supply Office said there had
been no suspension of operations by them. There
were also reports that a UFO had been seen at
Hangzhou.

As we understand, when the UFO appeared over
Shanghai, the Shanghai Air Force Headquarters at
once sent up an aircraft to pursue and investigate the

UFO. The pilot’s description of the object corre-
sponded pretty well with accounts given by many eye-
witnesses. By 8.30 p.m, it had vanished eastwards
over the sea.

According to the investigations made by the astron-
omers, this was not a shooting star, nor a comet, but it
could possibly have been a man-made object (such as
a rocket, etc). or the debris of such, falling and reflect-
ing the light of the Sun.

Already in 1985, Shanghai had a UFO sighting
which caused quite a stir. On that occasion the
Shanghai Observatory said that it was a fireball. Since
1986 the Shanghai Observatory has seen about a
dozen unidentified flying objects. As regards the pres-
ent case, we must await their final decision after they
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have collected more data on the occurrence.
5. DAGONG BAO, Hongkong edition, August 31

UFO HULLABALLOO OVER EASTERN
CHINA: AIR FORCE PILOT DISCUSSES HIS
PURSUIT

From our Shanghai correspondent, August 29:—

On August 27, Air Force Pilot Mao Xuecheng, of a
certain unit stationed at Shanghai, pursued a UFO for
about 2.45 minutes, and today he has given an ac-
count of it.

He is an experienced, full-time Air Force pilot, with
more than ten years of service.

He said: “At 7.35 p.m., I received orders to take off
and, flying at 800 k.p.h., to carry out my mission, from
the area over Chongming Island, and fly to an airfield
due south.

“As I was leaving the area over Jiangnan, I sud-
denly spotted, above, on my starboard side, over Jiad-
ing, a very bright, very dazzling flying body, and,
since it didn’t resemble an aircraft, nor a guided mis-
sile, but did in fact look like a flare, being in size and
shape a bit larger than a sort of round straw hat. I
opened up the throttle and put on speed to 900 k.p.h.,
in pursuit. My clock showed 7.57 p.m. Keeping my
eye closely on the object, I saw that it was now des-
cending. The bright part of it was an orange-yellow
colour, and, behind, it had a sort of spiral tail, also
orange-yellow. The whole thing was spinning clock-
wise, but the tail was not spinning. At 7.59 p.m. it
shifted to my front port side. At that moment, it
started to rise again and increased its speed greatly
compared with when it had been going down. After
45 more seconds, I still had not caught up with it and
by now I was over the airfield, so I requested per-
mission to land. The object vanished towards the
south-east, over Chuansha County.

Central News Agency Telegram from Fuzhou, August
29:—

At about 8.00 p.m. on August 27, an unidentified
flying object was seen over Fuzhou and also over
Zhenghe, Songqi, and Tuorong in the northern part of
Fujian Province.

According to a report in the Fujian Ribao (daily
newspaper) the UFO was elliptical in shape, its whole
body emitting a reddish-orange glow, and from the
two sides of the elliptical craft it emitted beams of
white light. It was travelling from west to east, and at
7.59 p.m. it appeared in the sky to the north of the vil-
lage of Ancun, lying to the east of Zhenghe County,
and was seen by more than sixty people.

6. WEN WEI PO, Hongkong edition, August 31:

This carries the same report about FujianProvince,

as just given above under item 5, but has the follow-
ing additional material: —

“On the same evening, August 27, at exactly 8.00
p-m., a similar unidentified flying object was seen at
Tuorong, Songqi and other places in Fujian Province.
But reports of the various eyewitnesses at Songgqi said
it was “shaped like a butterfly”, with a very bright
round central part, and the upper and lower parts
looking like fans.

Observers in Fuzhou said that in the centre it had a
very big round thing emitting from its top and its
underside diffracted rays of light, the brightness and
length of the beams constantly changing.

No sound was heard from it.

The witnesses everywhere say the sighting was very
brief, from a few seconds to 1!/2 minutes or so.

(NOTE BY EDITOR FSR. If, at 8.00 p.m. on
August 27, the same UFO was visible from both
Shanghai and the city of Fuzhou, which is at least 750
or 800 kms to the south, then it must surely have been
at an enormous height!)

In a separate news item, the same issue of the
Hongkong WEN WEI PO of August 31, has the fol-
lowing:—

Central News Agency Telegram from our Shanghai
Correspondent, August 29:—

Some of the Shanghai astronomers have now made

a preliminary analysis of the sighting of a UFO

over that city on August 27, and consider it was

possibly a man-made object (such as a rocket, etc.),
or maybe the debris of such. Their reasoning is as
follows:—

“The spiral-shaped unidentified flying object
seen on the 27th was, in the first place, certainly no
aircraft, since aircraft are not spiral and cannot
spin. Secondly, it cannot have been a fireball, be-
cause when a fireball enters the upper atmosphere
it is very fast and exceedingly bright as it burns up.

“Thirdly, it could not have been a comet, since a
comet is shaped very much like a broom hanging
in the sky; it has a head and a tail, and it does not
spin.

“Consequently, it may possibly have been a
man-made object (such as a rocket, etc.), or debris
of same. The pieces could be of very differing
shapes and sizes, and could be spinning.

“The height would be in excess of several hun-
dred kms., and it would shine in the rays of the
Sun.

The scientists say that the accounts given by
many eyewitnesses were basically all very similar,
which proves that it was not an illusion. The eye-
witnesses had very varied estimates of the altitude
of the UFO, naked eye estimates in these matters
being very unreliable.

As for the reports that in various places, when
the thing passed over, there were electricity
failures, the scientists say that this could simply be
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due to chance.

Staft of the Shanghai Observatory also said it
could have been some natural phenomenon occur-
ring in the upper levels of the Earth’s atmosphere.

There was a great sensation in Shanghai over an
unidentified flying object in 1985. On that occa-
sion the Shanghai Observatory decided that it was
a fiery meteor.

THE AWFUL TRUTH
AT LAST

(Translation)

“FLYING SAUCER REVIEW. Over thirty
years old and the most venerable insti-
tution of the Ufological world. When it was
edited by Charles Bowen, it was the most
respected UFO journal in the world. A few
years ago, Bowen retired for health rea-
sons, and Gordon Creighton took over, in-
troducing many bizarre ideas into the
Review. It is now regarded as totally
superseded, although still supported by
leading figures in world Ufology (which
worries the British Ufologists). It scarcely
ever publishes any interesting reports,
and the native British experts give it a
wide berth.”

J. Randles, in an obscure
French-language UFO magazine
(July 1987).

Since 1986, the Shanghai region has had about
twelve sightings of unidentified flying objects.

NOTE BY EDITOR

IDENTIFICATION OF PLACE-NAMES

NAME IN NAME IN
CURRENT WADE/GILES OR
“PINYIN” OLD CONVENTIONAL
SYSTEM SYSTEM
LANZHOU LANCHOW, LAN-CHOU
SHANGNAN XINCUN SHANG-NAN
HSIN-TS’'UN
PUDONG POOTUNG, P'U-TUNG
ZHONGGUXIANG CHUNG-KU—HSIANG
QINGPU CH’ING-P'U
JIANGWAN KIANGWAN,
CHIANG-WAN
CAOJIADU TS’AO-CHIA-TU
YUSHAN YU-SHAN

ZHEJIANG PROVINCE
SHENGSI ISLAND

CHEKIANG PROVINCE
SHENG-SSU ISLAND

BAILIANJING PAI-LIEN-CHING
NANHUI NAN-HUI

HANGZHOU HANGCHOW
CHONGMING ISLAND CH'UNG-MING ISLAND
JIADING CHIA-TING, KIATING
FUZHOU FOOCHOW, FU-CHOU

FUJIAN PROVINCE FUKIEN PROVINCE,

FU-CHIEN PROVINCE

ZHENGHE CHENG-HO
SONGQI SUNG-CH’I
TUORONG TO-JUNG

THE BOGOTA SPECIMEN: A NEW

PHYSICAL INVESTIGATION
Dr Jacques Vallée, PhD., FSR Consultant

We have much pleasure in publishing this article which we have just received from Dr Vallée. And he states that
he will naturally be very interested in any comments that FSR Consultants or Correspondents or Readers are
able to make, and that all suggestions will be welcome. — EDITOR

S(:n-:m'rtsrs interested in the UFO Phenomenon have
long hoped that some sort of physical evidence
would be found in connection with a well-docu-
mented sighting. Such evidence could be analyzed in
the laboratory and it would provide, if not proof of the

reality of UFOs, at least a good basis for a fruitful dia-
logue among the supporters of various theories about
them.

In real life things are not so simple. The combi-
nation of a good sighting with a physical specimen is



